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mayor’s Note

Edwin Lee Mayor of San francisco

Greetings from the mayor
On behalf of the City and County of San Francisco, it is with great
pleasure that I welcome you to the City by the Bay, whether you’re
from the Bay Area or have traveled a long distance to visit us. I would
like to commend Front Desk for highlighting the best and the brightest
of what San Francisco has to offer. The guide brings attention to the
dining, shopping, culture, and activity of San Francisco, and the maps
included will help you navigate your way around our world-class city.
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San Francisco has always been a favorite tourist destination with
numerous things to do and places to see. In addition to our exciting
downtown and our amazing waterfront, San Francisco is an
international destination where boundless outdoor recreation can
be enjoyed throughout the year. With several of the finest hotels in
the world, exquisite dining, entertainment opportunities, and major
attractions in surrounding communities, San Francisco has something
for everyone. I hope you will allow yourselves an opportunity to
explore our dynamic city as well as our multicultural neighborhoods.
Feel free to wish a happy birthday to the Golden Gate Bridge,
which just celebrated its 75th anniversary, and make sure you take a
ride on our world-famous cable cars!
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I am confident that you will not only have the time of your life in San
Francisco, but also surely leave your heart here. We are proud to have
you as our guest. Welcome to the small city that dares to dream big,
bound only by our capacity to imagine. Best wishes for an enjoyable
and memorable stay in San Francisco!
With warmest regards,

Edwin M. Lee
Mayor

市长欢迎您
我 谨 代 表 旧 金 山市和 旧 金 山 郡，并 以首任 美 籍 华 裔 市长 的身 份，非常荣
幸地欢迎您来到这座海湾之城。旧金山是美国华人居民最多的城市之一，
您的到来让我们的多元文化特色变得更丰富多彩，更能加强本市与中国坚
实的国际友谊，使两地文化联系更紧密，我们对您衷心表示感谢。我要表扬
Front Desk 把旧金山最精彩最不容错过的亮点展示给大家。这本旅游指
南介绍了旧金山绝佳的美食、购物、文化和各种活动，指南里的地图可协助
您在这座世界级的城市里自在悠游。
旧金山向来 是 最 受欢 迎 的 旅 游 胜 地，有无 尽 的美 景和 无穷的乐 趣。除了
热闹非凡的都市风华和精彩绝伦的水际景色，在旧金山这座国际都会中，
一年四季，随 时 随 地 都 可 进 行户 外 休 闲 娱 乐活 动 。旧金山有诸多全 球 最
舒适的旅馆、顶级的美食、各式娱乐，临近区域有颇负盛名的景点，无论任
何人来到旧金山，都会爱上这里。我希望您一定要尽情探索这座充满活力的
城市，了解我们社区的精彩多元文化。欢迎您与我们一同祝贺金门大桥生日
快乐，它才刚过完 75 岁生日；别忘了也要搭乘我们举世闻名的缆车！
我相信您一定会在旧金山度过今生难忘的好时光，也会把心留在这座美好
的城市。您的到来令 我们 倍感 荣幸。旧金山规模 不大，但 敢于 梦想，梦想
有多大，我们 的舞台就有多大。衷心希望您在旧金山玩得愉 快，留下难 忘
的回忆！

李孟贤
市长
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致以最热忱的问候，

3

publisher’s Note

Steven dinkelspiel publisher
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Welcome to the first edition of this Chinese
language visitors’ guide to the Bay Area.
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As a fifth-generation Bay Area native, and as the
publisher of San Francisco magazine, I take enormous
pride in welcoming visitors to this great international
destination. People from all over the globe have been
streaming to San Francisco since the discovery of gold in
the California foothills in 1848. Visitors today no longer
come in search of gold. They come to experience our
vital culture, our fantastic cuisine, our world-class wines
and the unparalleled beauty of our bay, our bridges, and
our vistas.
Perched on the western edge of our continent, San
Francisco has long enjoyed a special relationship with
Asia. The Chinese arrived in the first wave of immigrants
in search of gold and have stayed to help build our modern
city. Today, the Chinese population of the Bay Area is
among the largest Chinese communities in the world
outside of Asia, and Chinese-Americans are leaders in
every aspect of local politics, culture, and the economy.
In recent years, we have also experienced an increasing
wave of new visitors from China—tourists who come to
shop and to eat, to visit our museums and our wineries,
and to learn more about the long history of Chinese
involvement in the Bay Area. We are delighted you have
chosen to visit us and hope this guide helps you enjoy your
trip even more and encourages you to come back soon.
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where The Golden Gate Bridge
Photographer joSon

Click
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In celebration of the 75th anniversary of San Francisco’s most
famous icon, fireworks were set off from the Golden Gate Bridge’s
towers and roadway for the first time, joining a shower of lights
shot from barges that traveled up and down the waterfront. Tony
Bennett’s “I Left My Heart in San Francisco” blasted during the
grand finale, making for an especially emotional display of civic
pride at the city’s commemorative fête.
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where Jackson Square
Photographer David Yu
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On the edge of the city’s bustling and modern financial district, the
historic Jackson Square quarter provides a glimpse of the notorious
Barbary Coast, a former red-light district that existed during the
California gold rush, the era that brought the nation’s first flood of
Chinese immigrants. The neighborhood borders San Francisco’s
Chinatown, the oldest on the continent and the largest Chinese
community outside Asia.
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地点：Chinatown 摄影：San Francisco History Center, San Francisco
Public Library

摄影 Click
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A group of Chinatown residents read news of World War II, a
period which marked improved Chinese American integration
into mainstream society and greater economic success for the
neighborhood. In the 1940s, Chinatown’s population was 18,000.
Today, the city of San Francisco’s Chinese population has soared
to more than 160,000 residents.
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The
Jeremy Lin
Mystique

The world’s
most captivating
basketball player
got his start
in the Bay Area.
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Lin, who rose from obscurity
to NBA stardom in 2012, joined
the Houston Rockets in July.

A Retail Boom

what’s hot
Jeremy Lin performed a career best of 13 assists during a New York Knicks versus Sacramento Kings game
in Madison Square Garden, February 15, 2012.

Local Boy Makes
the NBA Big Time
This February, a new worldwide phenomenon emerged
in New York City. But its origins were here in the Bay Area.
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February was the month of global “Linsanity,” a dizzying but joyful
condition brought on by the unexpected and otherworldly basketball
performance of Jeremy Lin. Lin, a Palo Alto native who honed his
skills in the San Francisco Bay Area, is the first Chinese American
to become a breakout star on a National Basketball Association
(NBA) team.
Until February 4, Lin was little known outside his family,
friends, Harvard University classmates, and some Chinese Americans
and Asian Americans interested in his basketball career. The world at
large had never heard of him.

Photo by Sukh Chandler
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By William Wong

FROM TOP: Lin playing against a former
Warriors teammate; the Harvard grad is a
star point guard for the New York Knicks.

Lin’s explosive
rise to stardom
is like a fairy
tale.
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On that night, at Madison Square
Garden in New York City, one of the
citadels of the NBA, Lin began an
amazing rocket-like ride from obscurity
into the stratosphere of worldwide
fame. As a substitute, he scored a
surprising 25 points to lead the New
York Knicks to a victory. Before that, he
had hardly played.
He started the next six games
and led the Knicks to victories in each.
He scored a lot of points, distributed
passes that led to teammates scoring,
and made his team more unified with
his joyous energy and aggressive yet
unselfish play.
“Linsanity” was in full flower.
Jeremy Lin was suddenly famous
not just in the United States, but in
Taiwan, China, other parts of Asia,
and everywhere people follow the
NBA and American popular culture.
In Knicks road games in Toronto and
Minneapolis, the arenas were packed
with Chinese and other Asian fans
cheering for him—many of them would
not have otherwise attended those
games.
Out of nowhere, his name
and brand were hot properties in
ticket sales, apparel, and potential
endorsement of products and services.
Just as suddenly, he transcended the
sports world into the glittery celebrity
universe of movie and TV stars and pop
singers. Time magazine named him
one of the 100 most influential people
in the world.
For the Bay Area and for Chinese
Americans and other Asian Americans,
there has never been such euphoria
celebrating one of their own.
Lin broke major barriers in
American sports, entertainment, and
popular culture. While there have been
several Chinese players on NBA teams,
Yao Ming being the most famous, none
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Lin signed a global brand endorsement contract with Volvo earlier this year.
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was a Chinese American.
Lin’s explosive rise to stardom is like a fairy tale. After leading
his Palo Alto High School team to a state championship, he was
ignored by prestigious California universities like Stanford (across
the street from his high school), UC Berkeley, and UCLA. He enrolled
at Harvard, a university famous for grooming American presidents,
not basketball stars. The NBA’s annual draft of new players snubbed
him. Lin managed to join the Golden State Warriors in Oakland,
played very little, and was cut; he joined one other NBA team and
was cut again.
His father, Gie-Ming Lin, an immigrant from Taiwan and an
electronic engineer, loved to play basketball at the local YMCA and
watch NBA games on TV. He passed his love on to his three sons.
His mother, Shirley Lin, also a Taiwan native, nurtured the boys’
basketball interests by driving them to practices, while at the same
time pushing them to study hard in school. Shirley even helped
organize an elite basketball program for Jeremy and other young
men in Palo Alto.
Although he gained fame in New York, Lin developed and
improved his basketball skills quietly, without national notice, in
the San Francisco Bay Area.
Despite a season-ending knee injury in late March, Jeremy Lin
is a heartwarming, feel-good story about an underdog winning while
breaking stereotypes. At only 23 years old, his future in the NBA
is bright.

Photo by Tara Luz Stevens

History
Grant Avenue is a main thoroughfare in San Francisco’s Chinatown, which encompasses 24 square blocks.

The City by the Bay’s
Chinese Heritage
An inspiring legacy spanning more than 160 years.
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By William Wong
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Of all American cities, San Francisco holds a unique place in the
hearts and minds of Chinese people. It was the first place in the
United States where Chinese from Guangdong Province landed.
Lured like countless others from around the world by the discovery
of gold in 1848 in the California foothills east of San Francisco, some
30,000 Chinese came for the gold rush in the late 1840s and 1850s.
Some found gold; many did not. But regardless of their success, a
large number of Chinese visitors decided to make the Golden State
their home, and their presence marked the beginning of large-scale
Chinese immigration to the San Francisco Bay Area.
Many who failed to find gold in the foothills came back to settle
in San Francisco and other local cities like Oakland and San Jose to
find work. Others spread through unpopulated Northern California,
cultivating land and working deltas and waterways for the beginnings
of the region’s impressive agricultural and fishing industries.
Their continuing story, spanning more than 160 years, is one of
hopes and dreams, pain and suffering, perseverance and resilience,
and, finally, redemption and triumph.
“Chinese labor was instrumental in the building of San
Francisco,” says Judy Yung, a native of San Francisco’s Chinatown and
professor emerita of American Studies at the University of California
at Santa Cruz, in her book Images of America: San Francisco’s Chinatown.
“Chinese workers…were hired to make cigars, shoes, clothing, and

From Top The promise of fortune drew
many Chinese to Gum San, the Gold Mountain
of California, and Dai Fao, the Big City of
San Francisco; Chinese worked as launderers,
cooks, servants, and gardeners; early Chinatown
served as a small self-sufficient community;
By the late 1880s, over 2,000 Chinese worked
in fishing camps throughout the state.
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woolens. Many Chinese opened their own
factories in Chinatown after they learned
the trade.”
In the very first years of the gold rush,
the Chinese were treated well. California
was a wide-open territory where everyone
was an immigrant and everyone was treated
roughly the same. That didn’t last long.
Soon after completion of the
transcontinental railroad, in which Chinese
laborers were instrumental, numerous
special taxes, fees, and laws were passed
locally and statewide to discourage or
eliminate the Chinese presence. The antiChinese movement ultimately spread
to Congress, which passed the Chinese
Exclusion Act in 1882. The law banned
Chinese laborers, reducing the Chinese
population in the United States. In 1882,
the Chinese population—largely male—
was about 132,000 nationwide, and the
vast majority (110,000) lived in California.
By 1920, the U.S. Chinese population had
dropped to about 60,000.
The pattern was the same in San
Francisco. In 1881, approximately 26,000
Chinese lived in San Francisco, almost all in
the 12-block area of Chinatown. By 1900,
however, the city’s Chinese population
dropped to about 13,000 and declined
further to an estimated 8,000 by 1920.
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from top Today’s Chinatown is home to a number of herb shops, as
well as produce stands and live markets; Traditionally prepared food
and ingredients can be found in businesses lining the small streets.

Photos by Tara Luz Stevens
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The 1906 San Francisco earthquake and
fire destroyed much of Chinatown and other
parts of the city. Local politicians proposed
moving Chinatown to a less central part of the
city, but their plans were not successful. “Stiff
resistance from the Chinese government, the
fear of losing tax revenues and China trade,
and quick action on the part of leading Chinese
merchants led to the rebuilding of Chinatown
in its original location,” where it remains today,
Professor Yung relates.
The quake and fire’s destruction of birth
records helped the Chinese sidestep the exclusion
law. Many claimed they were “sons of natives,”
opening the door for U.S. Chinese to sponsor
Mainland Chinese seeking to come to America.
Many Chinese wanted to make a home
in the Bay Area and elsewhere in the U.S.,
despite official hostility—a testament to
their perseverance, resilience, and tight-knit
community. Chinatowns in San Francisco and
Oakland sustained themselves through family
and district and business associations. They
established an inner-directed complex society
that relied on itself with limited exposure to the
outside society.
The Chinese community persevered. With
the arrival of more women, families increased.
Chinese schools thrived. Christian churches,
the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA),
and Young Women’s Christian Association
(YWCA) offered spiritual and social sustenance.
Chinese newspapers kept the community
informed. Chinese opera and other musical

Photo by Tara Luz Stevens

and cultural activities, along with American sports like basketball,
provided community recreational outlets. Despite the exclusion
law, San Francisco Chinatown’s population started to grow again,
reaching 18,000 residents in the 1940s.
World War II began a huge shift in Chinese American fortunes.
The exclusion law was repealed in 1943, ushering in gradual
integration and assimilation of Chinese Americans into mainstream
society. Chinese could become U.S. citizens. Small numbers of
Chinese immigrants could legally emigrate. Chinese could also move
to previously restricted neighborhoods. Tourism increased and San
Francisco Chinatown’s economy began to boom.
Major outside forces in the mid-1960s set off yet another
period of growth and transformation for Bay Area Chinese. In 1965,
Congress increased the annual worldwide immigration quota with
additional “family preference” slots, a sharp rise for Chinese. San
Francisco’s Chinese population soared to 82,000 in 1980 from
25,000 in 1950.
These immigration reforms changed the Bay Area Chinese
American population numbers and profile dramatically. The early
U.S. Chinese population largely had their roots in rural Canton.
Many of the more recent arrivals were urban Chinese residents with
higher education and socioeconomic status. Their native language
was primarily Mandarin. They bypassed Chinatown to settle in
suburbs where professional science, technology, and academic
jobs were calling them. They also moved in large numbers to the
western neighborhoods of San Francisco, the Richmond and Sunset
districts, where the shopping streets are lined with Chinese markets
and restaurants, and the students in local schools are predominantly
Chinese American.
San Francisco’s Chinese population today is some 160,000, or
over 20 percent of the city’s total. Silicon Valley has also experienced
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Bordering the financial district, San Francisco’s Chinatown is a mix of modern and
traditional businesses. historical monuments like the beautiful Chinatown Gate.
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Edwin Lee won the November 2011 election to become the 43rd mayor of San Francisco.
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a sharp rise in the Chinese population; for example, Cupertino, home
to Apple, is now at least 25 percent Chinese.
At the same time, the American civil rights movement led by
the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. inspired second-generation Bay
Area Chinese American activists to advocate for improvements in
their communities. Starting in the late 1960s, groups like Chinese for
Affirmative Action and the Asian Law Caucus formed to speak out on
behalf of a growing Chinese American population.
This new activism evolved into a desire to gain previously
denied political power. In addition to growing political participation,
Bay Area Chinese Americans asserted themselves as they had never
done before to make a deeper and broader economic, social, cultural,
and educational impact on mainstream society.
Even in the early 20th century, Chinese Americans were eager to
vote in mainstream elections and were encouraged to do so by a new
civil rights group, the Chinese American Citizens Alliance, formed
first in San Francisco’s Chinatown.
It wasn’t until the 1960s, however, that Bay Area Chinese
Americans started breaking through politically with several Chinese
Americans elected to local governing boards and a few gaining statewide
office, including March Fong Eu’s election as California secretary of
state. Heather Fong became the San Francisco chief of police in 2004,
the first woman and Chinese American to hold this post. The successful
ascension of the Chinese American community in local political
circles is probably best shown by the election results in 2011: Voters
overwhelmingly chose Edwin Lee to be the city’s mayor; David Chiu
was elevated to the office of president of the Board of Supervisors and,
in Oakland, Jean Quan became that city’s first woman mayor.
In recent years, Chinese Americans have also won political seats
in other Bay Area municipalities, especially in Silicon Valley, the
famous high-technology area south of San Francisco. This reflects the
tremendous growth of highly educated, wealthier groups of Chinese
immigrants who have become U.S. citizens.

From Top Chinatown hosts the Autumn
Moon Festival annually; The neighborhood is one of San Francisco’s most
popular tourist destinations.
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It is not only in the political arena that Chinese
Americans have risen to leadership positions in
Silicon Valley and beyond. Today, several Chinese
immigrants are leaders of top Bay Area technology
companies. Jerry Yang, a Taiwan native, was a
cofounder of Yahoo!. John S. Chen, a Hong Kong
native, is chair, chief executive, and president of
Sybase. And, Steven Chu, former director of the
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in the East
Bay, was co-recipient of the Nobel Prize for Physics
in 1997 and currently serves as the secretary of
energy in the Obama administration.
Chinese Americans have also assimilated
and excelled in many other areas of Bay Area
life, including education, law, medicine, the
arts, and journalism, among other fields. The
Chinese American community helped lead
the way in making San Francisco a center of
innovation, tolerance, economic growth, and
lifestyle invention.
The contemporary scene for Bay Area Chinese
Americans is an exponential improvement from
the pre–World War II years. Their participation
and leadership are a testament to their talents,
dedication, passion, resilience, persistence, and
determination.
“The Chinese have persevered, which is a
positive characteristic, because they believed in
America,” said Henry Der, a former executive
director of Chinese for Affirmative Action, a
pioneering civil rights organization. “There is
an optimism that America will be OK for our
families and our group.”
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The influence of San Francisco–based architecture firms is evident in Shanghai’s skyline.

Urban Connection:
Shanghai and San Francisco
The two cities celebrate more than 30 years of friendship.
By Jennifer Florin
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San Francisco serves as the gateway to the Pacific.
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Performers at the Expo 2010 Shanghai China, where San Francisco was represented.

Over the past three decades, the sister-city relationship has
come to entail many things, including San Francisco’s presence as
the only American city at the monumental world fair dubbed Expo
2010 Shanghai China. The two cities have partnered for film festivals,
fashion and trade shows, sporting events, medical lectures, art
installations—including Zhang Huan’s Three Heads Six Arms in the
Joseph L. Alioto Performing Art Piazza in the heart of San Francisco’s
Civic Center—and the annual San Francisco–Shanghai International
Music Festival series from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music.
Chiu Bryant recalls traveling with former San Francisco mayor
Gavin Newsom on his first trip to China in 2005, which included
a visit to Shanghai. The potted plants situated throughout the city
struck the mayor. “He saw it as softening the city,” Chiu Bryant says.
In fact, he liked the concept of enlivening concrete sidewalks with
a small organic touch so much that he had it photographed and recreated in downtown San Francisco.
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With their majestic skylines, temperate climates, constant buzz of
innovative activity, and annual flood of international visitors, San
Francisco and Shanghai share a natural kinship. This amity earned
official recognition in 1980, when the mayors of the two urban
centers established a sister-city relationship. Both metropolises boast
majestic views at every turn, sustain colorful urban communities, and
serve as cosmopolitan hubs of art and culture and commercial and
financial trade. The Bay Area’s Silicon Valley is home to some of the
most internationally popular new media companies, while Shanghai’s
own technological advancements have earned it the title of China’s
innovation capital.
As the gateway to the Pacific, San Francisco is a frequent point of
arrival for visitors and immigrants from Asia to the United States. In
fact, 33.5 percent of the city’s population is Asian, with the majority
being of Chinese descent. The city provides a sense of familiarity and
community, a feeling ChinaSF executive director Darlene Chiu Bryant
recalls from her childhood in San Francisco. “This city is where
Chinese immigrants feel at home in America,” she says.
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The Bay Area is known as one of the most innovative and progressive regions in the United States.
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On a larger scale, the aesthetic crossover between the cities is
most apparent in the presence of San Francisco–based architectural
firms in Shanghai. Historically and currently, these creative and
forward-thinking firms have participated in the expansion of
Shanghai’s skyline. The Shanghai Tower, which will be the tallest
building in China and the second-tallest building in the world when
completed in 2014, is the work of the San Francisco architectural firm
Gensler. The structure has already begun to take noticeable shape
in Shanghai’s Pudong District, generating buzz as the first supertall
sustainable skyscraper.
Such sustainable development, as well as the creation of greencollar jobs, dominated the conversation when Shanghai Mayor
Han Zheng met San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee to celebrate the 31st
anniversary of the San Francisco–Shanghai Sister City Committee in
2011. As the sister-city relationship enters its fourth decade, the two
cities will continue to focus their shared progressive energy toward
collaborative environmental innovation.

By Rachel Ward
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FROM TOP: Napa Valley is home to 400
wineries; a young vine budding.
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Famous for wine, food, and lush landscapes of glistening olive groves
and rolling vineyards, Napa and Sonoma are little more than an hour’s
drive from San Francisco. Although California wine country wasn’t
on the international wine map until the 1970s, the region’s wines
have since developed a solid reputation, with wine experts repeatedly
awarding them high scores that have maintained global attention.
“Appreciators of Bordeaux and burgundy now want to try the
different flavors Napa has to offer,” says Matthew Wilson, president
of the rare wine merchant Soutirage in Napa Valley. He believes that
top California wines belong in every collection and sees his team as
the unofficial ambassadors of the state’s wines. (He co-selected a list
of California bottles to be served at the Louvre in 2011 to a crowd
that included the French president, Rupert Murdoch, and Mark
Zuckerburg.)
“California wines are appealing because the newer releases are
much more pleasurable to drink in their youth than their French
equivalents,” Wilson says. They’re also comparatively exclusive—
many top California wineries only produce 400 to 1,000 cases,
whereas European chateaus can produce up to 20,000.
A visit to the sun-drenched hills of Napa or Sonoma is the perfect
introduction to the state’s varietals. “California wine country is very
open and hospitable,” Wilson says. “Wineries are keen to have visitors
try their wine. They’re proud of what they do.” For the serious buyer,

Photos courtesy of Brent Miller for winecountry.com

Bay Area Confidential

California
Wines
Take the
Spotlight

FROM TOP: Barrels in storage at Kunde
Family Estate in Kenwood; A barnhouse
in a Rutherford vineyard; Robert Mondavi
Winery in Oakville.

San Francisco

Soutirage

Undiscovered Napa Sonoma

Wine Center

866.309.8203

707.266.8235

757 Bryant St.

concierge@soutirage.com

charleskimball@undiscoverednapavalley.com

415.655.7300

soutirage.com

undiscoverednapavalley.com

indiewine.com
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Soutirage arranges sophisticated tours of vineyards
and barrel rooms, as well as private tastings and
pairing dinners.
Other opportunities for discovering
wine country are the tours led by nativeMandarin-speaking wine experts organized
by the wconcierge service Undiscovered Napa
Sonoma. The guides introduce guests to winery
owners and winemakers, and an on-staff master
sommelier has access to a 10,000-bottle cellar.
The San Francisco Wine Center, a storage
service and social hub for wine collectors, has
responded to the increasing demand for top
quality California vintages from Chinese visitors
with a wine shipping service that transports cases
in aerated, refrigerated sea containers to partner
facilities in Hong Kong. “It’s been all about French
wines, but now California wines are coming into
focus,” owner and founder Brian McGonigle says.
As part of its turnkey service, the San Francisco
Wine Center also offers secure, temperaturecontrolled storage, as well as assistance with
wine acquisition and educational opportunities.
“We’re hands on, getting to know our clients as
wine collectors and helping them evolve their
palates,” McGonigle says.
Offering an alluring combination of acclaim,
drinkability, and exclusivity, California wines
continue to attract the attention of curious
connoisseurs and wise investors around the world.
But beyond the world-class wines, the stunning
visceral beauty of the Napa and Sonoma valleys,
along with the luxurious accommodations and
elite dining options, make the region a worthy
destination for anyone visiting the Bay Area.
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Photo courtesy of Alain Mikli

shopping

The Philippe Starck–designed Alain Mikli shop.

Retail Run
In San Francisco, high-design boutiques are launching, expanding,
and being reconfigured at the most rapid pace in years.
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By Elizabeth Varnell
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Last winter, steel-toed work boots outnumbered platform stilettos
along Maiden Lane, the pedestrian thoroughfare home to San
Francisco’s chicest boutiques, and Post Street in Union Square, the
heart of the city’s shopping district, as top international boutiques
expanded and opened at a rate reminiscent of the tech heyday at the
turn of this century. Since the recession cleared the way for a spate
of new leases, a slew of shops are again putting San Francisco on
the design map with their clean, modern interiors and eye-catching
pieces displayed on stark metal racks and in sparkling vitrines.
In quick succession, Alain Mikli eyewear tapped renowned
French product designer Philippe Starck, the mastermind behind
the Felix restaurant-bar at The Peninsula Hong Kong, to design a
Geary Street space; Bottega Veneta doubled its square footage;
Nevena Borissova brought Curve, her cult-favorite women’s
boutique, to Fillmore; and SoMa-based Gensler (the firm that
designed the Shanghai Tower) began a floor-by-floor renovation of
Wilkes Bashford on Sutter, an upscale boutique (named for the
local fashion icon who’s made Esquire magazine’s International Best
Dressed List four decades running) that’s catered to San Francisco’s
elite since 1966. In addition, star architect Peter Marino, the famously

Photos courtesy of Curve

Select ultrachic goods line Curve’s shelves.

Alain Mikli
73 Geary St., 415-989-0374
Bottega Veneta
124 Geary St., 415.981.1700
Curve
2360 Fillmore St., 415.885.4200
Dior Homme
216 Stockton St., 415.391.1363
Graff
237 Post St., 415.926.7000
Wilkes Bashford
375 Sutter St., 415.986.4380

leather-clad genius behind Shanghai and
Hong Kong’s biggest and best new luxury
retail flagships, masterminded diamondcentric Graff ’s first West Coast location.
All of these spaces—even Wilkes
Bashford—are bathed in natural light, a
dramatic change from the dark interiors
that sprang up during the last retail
boom (the old Yves Saint Laurent Rive
Gauche and Gucci spaces epitomized
that boudoir look). The new shops are
minimalist, but each has an original
twist: Curve has organic-looking walls
spread with brown and gray clays;
Wilkes Bashford resembles a town
house, with floors taking on a different
masculine or feminine look depending
on what is sold there.
Most recently, Dior Homme took
over the Stockton Street space previously
home to the company’s designs for
women—though men will still have to
compete with the former clientele for
precisely cut suits and accessories that
look as great on femmes as they do on
the line’s namesake gender. They can
also pick up some boots to navigate the
Square’s hard-hat zones.
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Bright accessories on display at Curve.
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Of the Moment
Timepieces
From diamond decked to subtle
and sophisticated, a selection
of this year’s choice watches.

Bamboo Collection
Watch with
Black Dial
$995
Gucci
240 Stockton St.

Tiffany Cocktail Watch
with Diamonds in
18-Karat White Gold

415.392.2808

$70,000
Tiffany & Co.
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415.781.7000
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Atlas Chronograph
Watch in 18-Karat
Rose Gold
$19,700
Tiffany & Co.
350 Post St.
415.781.7000

Tiffany watch photo by Richard Pierce

350 Post St.

Chanel J12 Calibre
Price available upon request
Chanel
165 Geary St.
415.981.1550

Jaeger-LeCoultre Women’s
Rose Gold Watch
Price available upon request
Shreve & Co.
200 Post St.
415.421.2600

Bulgari Women’s Watch
Price available upon request
Bulgari
200 Stockton St.

A. Lange & Sohne
Men’s Watch
Price available upon request
Shreve & Co.
200 Post St.
415.421.2600
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415.399.9141
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Louis Vuitton Ardentes
Monogram Flower Pendant
in White Gold with Diamonds
Burberry Prorsum
Quilted Black
Orchard Bag

$35,000
Louis Vuitton
233 Geary St.
415.391.6200

$2,995
Burberry
225 Post St.
415.392.2200

A Modern Edge
Moody accessories adorned with studs
and metallic accents add an air of mystery.

Prada Pyramid
Bag in Red
$2,950

201 Post St.

Stella McCartney
Gold-Heeled Pumps

415.848.1900

Neiman Marcus

Prada

150 Stockton St.
415.362.3900

Burberry Prorsum
Studded Black
Leather Gloves
$650
Burberry
225 Post St.
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415.392.2200

Mulberry Cropped
Jacket in Washed
Soft Nappa
$1,000
Mulberry
166 Grant Ave.
888.685.6856 ext. 6

2

Shopping

Armani Small
Wine Leather Bag
$1,195
Giorgio Armani
278 Post St.
415.434.2500

Holiday Mod
Punchy colors and bold shapes complete
warm-weather ensembles.

Givenchy
Oversized
Round Frames
$320
Barneys
77 O’Farrell St.
415.268.3500

Goyard Blue
Tote Bag
Goyard
345 Powell St.
415.398.1110

Yves Saint
Laurent
Patent Tribute
Sandal
$795
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Barneys
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77 O’Farrell St.

Sidney Garber
Chrysoprase
High Prase Cuff
$42,625
Barneys
77 O’Farrell St.
415.268.3500

415.268.3500

Shopping

Wellendorff
Necklace with Amulet
Price available upon request
Shreve & Co.
200 Post St.
415.421.2600

Midcentury
Glamour
A refined set of add-ons pay
homage to timeless elegance.

Burberry Prorsum
Elderberry Leather
Python Gloves
$1,295
Burberry
225 Post St.
415.392.2200
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Mikimoto Earrings
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Price available upon request
Shreve & Co.
200 Post St.
415.421.2600

Cartier Tank Anglaise
Watch in 18-Karat Rose
Gold with Diamonds
$47,800
Cartier
250 Post St.
415.397.3180

Mulberry Del Rey
Bag in Deer Brown
$1,350
Mulberry
166 Grant Ave.
888.685.6856 ext. 6

Tiffany Engagement Rings
in Platinum and 18-Karat Yellow Gold
(clockwise from top): Tiffany Setting, Jean Schlumberger
Rope Ring; Tiffany Novo; Tiffany Bezet; Tiffany Legacy; Lucida;
Cushion-Cut Yellow Diamond Ring; Jean Schlumberger

Armani Women’s
Brown Tote Bag

Engagement Ring; Tiffany Embrace.
$42,700–$102,000

$2,295

Tiffany & Co.

Giorgio Armani

350 Post St.

278 Post St.

415.781.7000
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415.434.2500
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Utilitarian Precision
A sleek set of practical accessories
for the modern gentleman.

Dior Homme
Black Sunglasses
Price available upon request
Dior Homme
216 Stockton St.
415.391.1363

Giorgio Armani Men’s
Black Tote Bag
$1,495
Giorgio Armani
278 Post St.
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415.434.2500
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Bulgari Men’s
Black Watch
Price available upon request
Bulgari
200 Stockton St.
415.399.9141

Soma
Cow Hollow
Fillmore St. and Presidio/Pacific Heights
Civic Center/Hayes Valley
North Beach
Russian Hill
S.F. Neighborhoods

Maps

Union Square

2
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BCBG

Weinstein
Gallery

Sephora

Forever 21

EDDY STREET
Swarovski

World of Charms

Lush

Aldo

Baby GAP

GAP Body

GAP
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RK

ST
Salvatore Ferragamo
Louis Vuitton

Victoria’s Secret

POWELL STREET

Westin
St. Francis

Aldo

MASON STREET
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Art University

Macy’s

American
Conservatory
Theatre (A.C.T.)

TAYLOR STREET
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P
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Crate and
Barrel
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The Body
Shop
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Exchange
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San Francisco
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Clift Hotel

San Francisco
Playhouse
Theater

Marines
Memorial
Theatre

Hannspree

Aerosoles

Uomo
Jenkins Johnson Gallery

The
Orchard
Hotel

Union Square

BUSH STREET

SUTTER STREET
Grand Hyatt
San Francisco

POST STREET

Camper
Ted
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Guess
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Longchamp

Betsey Johnson
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Loehman’s

Paul Frank

West Coast
Leather

RIA Shoes

E&O Trading Co.
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Galleria

Montgomery
Center Parking

Brooks Brothers
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Coach

Tory
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Shreve & Co.

Hackett|Mill

Lucky Brand

London
Sole

Agent
Provocateur

Christofle

NI

Barneys New York

BUSH STREET
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Swatch
DeBeers

Murik

MAIDEN LANE

GRANT AVENUE
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Chanel
Britex
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Campton
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Hotel
Giorgio
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Cole
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AG Jeans

Dior
Homme

Lacoste
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Gallery
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NATOMA STREET

P

3RD STREET

FOLSOM STREET

Moscone Convention
Center-North

Yerba Buena
Gardens
MISSION STREET

AMC
Metreon

Marriott
Hotel

The Museum
of Craft and
Folk Art

Westfield
Metreon

St. John

YERBA BUENA LANE

Moscone Convention
Center-South

Yerba Buena
Center for
the Arts and
Theatre
Contemporary
Jewish Museum

HOWARD STREET

The Four
Seasons
Hotel

MARKET STREET

HAWTHORNE STREET

P

SF
MOMA

MoAD

St. Regis
Hotel

The Cartoon
Museum

California
Historical
Society

MINNA STREET

Catharine
Clark Gallery

Frey
Norris
Gallery

The Westin
San Francisco
Market Street

STEVENSON STREET

ANNIE STREET

Papyrus

The Palace
Hotel

JESSIE STREET

NEW MONTGOMERY STREET

W Hotel

Soma

P

4

Bloomingdale’s

TEHAMA STREET

MINNA STREET

JESSIE STREET

P

Mission
& Fifth
Parking

CLEMENTINA STREET

Moscone
Center-West

Container Store

Hotel
Palomar
Nordstrom
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Westfield
San Francisco Centre

Old Navy

4TH STREET

5TH STREET

More shops at Westfield San Francisco Centre: Abercrombie & Fitch, Adidas, Aldo, Aveda, Banana Republic, Bare Escentuals,
BCBG Maxazria, BEBE, Betsey Johnson, Bloomingdale’s, Brookstone, Cache, Calvin Klein, Clarks, Club Monaco, Eddie Bauer, Fossil, Guess,
H&M, Herve Leger, Hugo Boss, Janie & Jack, J. Crew, Juicy Couture, Kate Spade, Kiehl’s, L’Occitane, Michael Kors, Nordstrom, Optica,
Swarovski, Tory Burch, Tourneau, Tumi, Victoria's Secret, Zara

Union street

DIVISADERO STREET

SCOTT STREET

PIERCE STREET
Isabelle’s
Table

Y&

STEINER STREET
Rose’s Cafe
Modica Home

Twenty Two
Shoes

Pa

Light Me Up
Union B.
Past Perfect

Three
Bags
Full

PIXLEY STREET

Krimsa
Jovino
American
Apparel
Union Street
Papery

Persimma
Paparazzi
Lorenzini

Twig

Atys

WEBSTER STREET
Bebe
Sephora
Rugby Ralph
Lauren
Sunhee Moon

MOULTON STREET

FILLMORE STREET

Armani
Exchange
Jennifer Croll
Jinza Couture

Peluche
Haute Bride

LAGUNA STREET
Stuart Moore
LF
Ambiance
Bryan Lee

M.A.C.
The Blues
Jean Bar
BCBG
Mingle

Cara Mia

Jean Et
Marie
Sean

Portico

BOSSA

Canyon

GOUGH STREET

Mudpie
Maxxini
Seams
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OCTAVIA STREET

UNION STREET

GREEN STREET

Sunglass Hut
Jest Jewels

LOMBARD STREET

Lucy

Kozo Arts
Belleza

GREENWICH STREET

Thursday’s
Child

Lululemon
High Society
Women

FILBERT STREET

Shaw

BUCHANAN STREET

FRANKLIN ST
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Isgro & Co.

Choisis
Pumpkin
Dialogue

WALNUT STREET

Goldberry’s
Waterlillies
Rose’s Gift Gallery

Dottie Doolittle

SACRAMENTO STREET

PIERCE STREET

SCOTT STREET
Liege Flowers
SF Stitch

DIVISADERO STREET

LOCUST STREET

SPRUCE STREET

The Grocery Store
Susan

PINE STREET

PERINE PLACE

Alta Plaza Park

PIERCE STREET

The Philanthropist
Button Down
Threshold

LAUREL STREET

Meriwether

The Sonoma Country Store

CALIFORNIA STREET

Divine
Girls

CLAY STREET

WASHINGTON STREET

L’Occitane

Alice & Olivia
Limu
Cielo

Sue Fisher King
March
Wynne Alex
Henry Beguelin
Sarah Shaw

Beautiful Orchids

Sunhee Moon

Zinc Details

Design Within Reach

SUTTER STREET

BUSH STREET

PINE STREET

Mio
Betsey Johnson
M.A.C.

Roberta Freeman

CALIFORNIA STREET

Benefit
HeidiSays Shoe Salon

Jonathan Adler
Jigsaw

SACRAMENTO STREET

CLAY STREET

WASHINGTON STREET

JACKSON STREET

Muse Ten

Assembly Hall

Alexis Bittar

Elizabeth Charles
Ralph Lauren
James Perse
Paolo

Metro 200

Marc by Marc Jacobs

Eileen Fisher

Nest

Gimme Shoes

Curve

Margaret O’Leary

Erica Tanov

HeidiSays

Fillmore St. and Presidio/Pacific Heights

FILLMORE STREET

STEINER STREET

FILLMORE ST.

BRODERICK STREET

Bae

BAKER STREET

TreBalm

LYON STREET

PRESIDIO AVENUE

SACRAMENTO ST.

Civic Center/Hayes Valley

LAGUNA STREET
Sean
Zeni
Propeller
Dish
Alla Prima

BIRCH STREET

Zonal
Honey Ryder
Nomads

Lemon Twist
R.A.G.

Nida
Lava9
Lavish

Paolo

Flight 001

Fiddlesticks
Timbuk2

MCALLISTER STREET

GROVE STREET

Bulo Shoes

FULTON STREET

Azalea

IVY STREET

HAYES STREET

Ver Unica
Rand & Statler

Gimme
Shoes

GOUGH STREET

Polanco
Sugar

Finn

UKO

Lotus Bleu

Plantation

FRANKLIN STREET

Davies
Symphony
Hall

Opera
House

War Memorial
Theater

City Hall

REDWOOD ALLEY

MCALLISTER STREET

GROVE STREET

IVY STREET

VAN NESS AVENUE
HAYES STREET

POLK STREET

Civic
Auditorium

T
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R
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Civic
Center
Plaza
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RE

ST

LARKIN STREET
SF Public
Library

Asian Art
Museum
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LINDEN STREET

OCTAVIA STREET
Steven Alan
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CADELL PLACE

Mea Cinis

Paparazzi
Ooma
Alla Prima

Lola

GENOA PLACE

Kabul
Tribal
Rugs

VARENNESS STREET

JASPER PLACE

UNION STREET

Al’s
Attire

KEARNY STREET

Ruby
Dolls

POLLARD PL.

MARGRAVE PLACE

Live Worms Gallery

GRANT AVENUE

GREEN STREET
STOCKTON STREET

North Beach/chinatown

AB Fits

VALLEJO STREET
Cafe Trieste

CO

ROMOLO PLACE

FRESNO STREET

LU
M
S
BU

BROADWAY STREET

UE

N

E
AV

City Lights
Booksellers
& Publishers

Tosca Cafe
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PACIFIC AVENUE
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JACKSON STREET

In Lieu
Anica
Busacca Gallery
Cat Seto
Martin Richards

UNION STREET

russian hill

FILBERT STREET

Bacchus

Atelier Des Modistes

HYDE STREET

Interior Visions

LARKIN STREET

POLK STREET

GREEN STREET

VALLEJO STREET

Bow Wow Meow

BROADWAY STREET
BROADWAY STREET

BROADWAY TUNNEL

Cris
Molte Cose
Belle Cose

PACIFIC AVENUE

JACKSON STREET
Wags & Wash Pet Boutique

WASHINGTON STREET
Amélie
Polkadot Variety
Douglas Brett
Modern Life Designs
Studio Gallery

CLAY STREET
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Pinic Apparel
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Photo by Navid Baraty

shopping 411
Union Square
San Francisco’s biggest shopping and entertainment district is in the heart of downtown.
You’ll find specialty boutiques; national and international chains such as Barneys,
Macy’s, Neiman Marcus, and Saks Fifth Avenue; and only-in-San Francisco emporiums
like Shreve & Co. (selling fine jewelry in the city since 1852). Just a couple blocks away
from the square, Westfield San Francisco Centre on Market Street houses large and
small retailers. Maiden Lane, a small thoroughfare off Union Square from the middle
of Stockton Street, is the first and the last word in chic. Closed to traffic, it’s the perfect
place to stroll past (and into) stores like Chanel and Hermès. unionsquareshop.com

Clothing/Accessories
Abercrombie & Fitch
Westfield San Francisco Centre
415.284.9276

With roots in the East Coast Ivy League and
the great outdoors, Abercrombie is home
to premium denim and polos for adults
and children, all rooted in an authentic
Americana look and quality.

415.391.5550

One of San Francisco’s most exciting,
cutting edge men’s boutiques, the Archive
offers exclusive designer clothing and
accessories for the modern, style-conscious
man. Established designers hang next to
new, talented names such as Incarnation
and Lost & Found.
Ben Sherman
55 Stockton St.

Adidas Concept Store

415.593.0671

1420 Haight St.

For the past five decades, Ben Sherman has
embraced a heritage of modernism, offering
iconic men’s clothing styles, ranging from
the classic button-up and chinos to footwear
and a wide range of accessories.
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415.861.3797
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This globally unique Adidas shop is deemed
“o-exclusive,” with access to products
unavailable outside of the original Adidas
stores. The store features designs by Japanese
artist Momoca and hosts ongoing in-store
art events.

Brooks Brothers
150 Post St.
415.397.4500

The Archive
317 Sutter St.

What began generations ago as the first
ready-to-wear fashion emporium in America

Burberry
225 Post St.
415.392.2200

Offering much more than the classic trench,
Burberry shines with quality men’s and
women’s apparel, swimwear, and accessories.
Calvin Klein
Westfield San Francisco Centre
415.896.9350

Simple and elegant, these iconic designs
translate to an innovative and minimalist
clothing and accessories label.
Chanel
1656 Geary St.
415.981.1550

You’ll find everything Chanel under one
ultrafashionable roof, from ready-to-wear
belts, shoes, and watches to cosmetics
and fragrances.

Bottega Veneta
108 Geary St. 415.981.1700

This premier Italian leather-goods
house—whose vision is anything but
conventional—has a long tradition
of extraordinary artisanal skills and
use of the finest materials to create
must-have handbags, shoes, luggage,
and more.

Coach

415.885.4200

190 Post St.

With its minimalist look and organiclooking walls colored with brown and
gray clays, Nevena Borissova’s Fillmore
women’s boutique is a cult favorite.

415.392.1772

Fantastic leathers, juicy colors, and detailed
designs are why this American institution
tops the list of must-have accessories for men
and women. Men’s driving gloves and the
signature women’s wristlets make terrific gifts.

Diesel
800 Market St.
415.398.4055

Cole Haan
324 Stockton St.
415.391.1760

Known for its artisan-quality footwear for
men and women, this chic American brand
also offers lovely handbags and belts. Check
out its comfy high heels engineered with
Nike air chambers.
Curve
2360 Fillmore St.

This Italian label’s most famous article
is its jeans, sold in more than 100 cuts,
an array of stitching, and a rainbow
of washes.
Dior
845 Market St.
415.856.5458

Features high-style clothing and iconic
accessories from the famous French
fashion house.
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Photo courtesy of Bottega Veneta

has since become a standard institution,
outfitting men in fine-quality suits. With
the intent to educate their customers on the
quality of their clothing, the downtown San
Francisco location is home to high-end suit
options and a retail staff ready to assist.
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Emporio Armani
1 Grant Ave.
415.677.9400

The accessible, ready-to-wear clothes, shoes,
and accessories at Emporio Armani are
inspired by the exclusive, stylish forms of
the Armani brand’s Black Label lines for
men and women.

everything a power-dressed woman could
want. Accessorize with killer snakeskin
stilettos and pieces from the funky array
of metallic jewelry.
Hermes
125 Grant Ave.
415.391.7200

Italy’s high priest of fashion presents his
stylish collections of men’s and women’s
ready-to-wear, shoes, and accessories in
subdued and sophisticated colors.

With the Kelly and the Birkin,Hermes is
shorthand for luxury. Gents get an H belt
for maximum versatility. Ladies channel
Grace Kelly by wrapping one of the store’s
amazing scarves around their heads. This
boutique stocks signature accessories,
tableware, leather goods, fragrances, and
ready-to-wear—plus even things for baby.

Glory Chen

Herve Leger

Giorgio Armani
278 Post St.
415.434.2500

134 Maiden Ln.

Westfield San Francisco Centre

415.788.8168

415.284.9168

San Francisco’s source for avant-garde
women’s footwear and accessories with
an architectural aesthetic, Glory Chen
showcases new original styles each season.

Paying tribute to modern femininity
while maintaining the signature look of
the bandage dress, this location in San
Francisco’s downtown offers a variety of
alluring, ready-to-wear pieces.

Goyard
345 Powell St.

Hugo Boss

415.398.1110

845 Market St.

Headquartered in Paris, Goyard is perhaps
the world’s oldest and most prestigious trunk
maker. Once a favorite of the aristocracy
who adorned their trunks with coats of
arms, Goyard is now an international brand
of handsome luggage known for handpainted canvas, strict standards, and a
high-profile following.

415.495.2082

This women’s and men’s apparel location
offers a versatile selection of business,
leisure, and formal wear, all updated
classics with a distinctive elegance.
Jimmy Choo
166 Geary St.
415.391.3300

Gucci
240 Stockton St.
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415.392.2808
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Featuring all things Gucci (women’s
wear, menswear, shoes, handbags, home
accessories, yoga mats—you name it) in one
high-fashion showroom.

The first San Francisco retail location of the
coveted designer’s footwear is in the heart
of downtown. The boutique carries a wide
selection of the designer label, including the
Choo 24-7 Collection and leather goods.
Juicy Couture
105 Grant St.

Guess

415.391.1362

Westfield San Francisco Centre

This long-loved line of cozy contemporary
clothing is famous for its sweatsuits but also
carries flirty dresses, accessories, and jewelry.

415.495.0200

This young and supersexy label stocks

415.261.0880

Preppy, pretty, and witty, Kate Spade’s
bags and shoes are dynamic picks for
eclectic shoppers. The store’s stationery and
accessories are just as stylish as the fashions.
Kenneth Cole
Westfield San Francisco Centre
415.227.4536

Kenneth Cole’s clothing for men and
women embodies sophisticated urban style.
This retailer offers shoes and outerwear.

Dior Homme
216 Stockton St. 415.391.1363

Lacoste
172 Geary St.
415.677.9004

This boutique sells the alligator-logo polo
shirts that have been an icon of class and
substance for decades, plus clothing in
classic styles and bold colors true to the
brand’s preppy heritage.
Levi’s

Occupying two levels of boutique
space, this men’s store offers a mix of
men’s ready-to-wear and accessories in
a unique retail setting. Find a range of
clothing, footwear, eyewear, watches,
fragrances, watches, and leather goods
all from the Dior Homme label.

Louis Vuitton

300 Post St.

233 Geary St.

415.501.0100

415.391.6200

Levi’s flagship store in its hometown offers
denim for every size and shape, as well as
custom fitting.

Louis Vuitton has gone hand in hand
with the essence of luxury since 1896,
and the name still doesn’t slack when it
comes to impressing the hard-to-impress.
The current creative director, Marc Jacobs,
infuses the legendary line with femininity
and creativity, and his refined collections
continue to set the standard of fashion
and luxury. The spacious San Francisco
boutique offers nearly every item of
apparel the label produces in a hip,
minimalist atmosphere.

London Sole
19 Maiden Ln.
415.397.8088

This boutique stocks the classic-with-atwist ballet flats favored by Kate Moss and
Julia Roberts. The wares here prove you can
be both comfortable and stylish.
Longchamp
114 Grant Ave.

Marc Jacobs

415.362.7971

125 Maiden Ln.

Longchamp leather products are known
for their versatility, timelessness, and
durability. The colorful cloth totes dangle
from the arm of every woman in town.
Meanwhile, gentlemen can pick up
leather goods, including belts and
stunning briefcases.

415.362.6500

The internationally renowned American
fashion designer (who’s also served as the
creative director for Louis Vuitton for the
past 15 years) has a desirable San Francisco
location.
Marc by Marc Jacobs

FrontDesk / August 2012

Photo courtesy of Shreve and Co.

Kate Spade
227 Grant Ave.
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shopping 411

2142 Fillmore St.
415.447.9322

The king of modern fashion calls Fillmore
Street the San Francisco base for his
eponymous diffusion line. The Marc by Marc
Jacobs line shows off his whimsical vision,
and his coveted, all-American, trendsetting
designs are original, playful, and favored by
the chicest members of the younger crowds.
Max Mara
175 Post St.
415.981.0900

This design house offers a women’s collection
that mixes technology and traditional
craftsmanship with creative design and
high-quality fabric. The wool and cashmere
overcoats are wardrobe staples, as are the
stylish pieces in the Sportmax line. These are
real-world clothes with a dash of luxe.
Michael Kors
Westfield San Francisco Centre
415.227.0800

Michael Kors features accessories, clothing,
footwear, eyewear, and fragrances from all
three of the designer’s jet-set–chic lines.

Coveted by fashionistas everywhere, the
Italian fashion label is one of the world’s most
respected and luxurious. Find both dramatic
and classic pieces with a strong sense of
craftsmanship at the San Francisco flagship.
Salvatore Ferragamo
233 Geary St.
415.391.6565

The fact that Ferragamo understands
good design is apparent in each shoe
and handbag in this bustling shop. Here
in San Francisco, the store has received
a delightful makeover.
St. John
Four Seasons Hotel
767A Market St., Ste. B
415.856.0420

This chic boutique carries pieces from
the St. John clothing line’s day, evening,
and sportswear collections. These knits
are the ultimate in style, sophistication,
and comfort.
Ted Baker
80 Grant Ave.
415.391.1256

Mulberry

Britain’s first lifestyle brand gained popularity
for its quintessential English style. Mulberry
offers a variety of women’s wear and is known
for its leather bags and accessories.

American urbanites have fallen in love with
this British import. Ted Baker’s menswear
works for after-dinner drinks or dressed up
with a tie for dinner. Likewise, the women’s
clothing runs the gamut from casual to
cocktail. This is a collection designed
for the jet-setter.

Ralph Lauren

Theory

90 Post St.

120 Maiden Ln.

415.788.7656

415.399.1099

No one understands American style like
the revered Mr. Lauren, and his classic polo
shirts, men’s suits, and latest collections of
accessories and women’s wear are here. Don’t
miss their great selection of the high-style
Black Label.

Focused on fit and fabric, come here for
luxurious, quality, simple items that reflect
a sexy, confident lifestyle.

166 Grant Ave.
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888.685.6856 ext. 6
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Thomas Pink
255 Post St.
415.421.2022

Prada
201 Post St.

Well-tailored business attire for professional
men and women.

415.848.1900

Tory Burch

415.398.1525

Every fashionable female in the city has a
pair of ballet flats adorned with Tory Burch’s
signature plus-sign insignia. But there’s so
much more to this designer’s œuvre. Her
sophisticated take on classic American
sportswear has made her ready-to-wear
lines and handbags bestsellers among style
mavens everywhere.
Wilkes Bashford
375 Sutter St.
415.986.4380

Wilkes Bashford carries the premier
selection of European men’s suits in the
city. A posh, glass elevator takes you to the
next floor, where luxury women’s labels are
housed. Don’t miss the pretty and eclectic
shoe selection.
Zara
250 Post St.
415.399.6930

A multilevel Union Square outpost of
the hip Spanish retailer.

Neiman Marcus
150 Stockton St. 415.362.3900

Offering luxury apparel and
accessories with customer service
that’s truly nonpareil, this beloved
department store is like no other. If
you love designer labels and fabulous
shoes, this is the store for you.

Department Stores
Barneys
77 O’Farrell St.
415.268.3500

Proenza Schouler, Christian Louboutin, Jil
Sander, Rag & Bone, and Barneys’ fabulous
house label fill the racks of this multistory
fashion destination.

Macy’s landmark outpost in San Francisco is
home to a huge array of products at all price
points. It carries a large selection of clothing
for men, women, and children; home goods
for every room in the house; and large and
small electronics.
Nordstrom
Westfield San Francisco Centre

Bloomingdale’s

415.243.8500

845 Market St.

Over the last 100 years, Nordstrom
has built a reputation for outstanding
customer service and designer clothes
at all price points. After shopping, a shuttle
will take you back to your home, or you can
head to the in-house full-service spa.

415.856.5300

From handbags and housewares to cosmetics
and couture, this celebrated department
store has it all. And you will have no
trouble finding chic goods in the largest
Bloomingdale’s location outside of New York.

Saks Fifth Avenue
Macy’s

220 Post St.

170 O’Farrell St.

415.986.4300

415.397.3333

Located on Union Square, this high-end
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50 Maiden Ln.
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shopping 411
Shreve & Co.
200 Post St. 415.421.2600

Shreve & Co. offers timeless, elegant jewelry and wristwatches from designer lines
including Girard-Perregaux, Jaeger-LeCoultre, David Yurman, Mikimoto, and the
company’s own brand.

department store is home to many exclusive
designers and their inimitable styles.

Jewelry
Bulgari
200 Stockton St.
415.399.9141

This Italian store is known for watches and
jewelry, but it also carries fancy scarves,
fragrances, ties, and other accessories.

350 Post St.
415.781.7000

While shopping in Union Square, stop in
Tiffany, and get a silver, gold, or platinum
charm customized as a keepsake of your
San Francisco visit or as a surprise for that
special someone. In August, the San Francisco
Tiffany & Co. hosts a stunning new collection
of colored diamonds in celebration of the
jeweler’s 175th anniversary.
Tourneau

Cartier

Westfield San Francisco Centre

250 Post St.

415.979.0498

415.397.3180

A luxury watch retailer and authority since
1900, Tourneau has the world’s largest
selection of fine watches. It’s a one-stop
shop for timepieces of all brands and styles.
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More than 150 years of tradition culminate
here in an exquisite collection of Swiss-made
watches, jewelry, and accessories, showcased
in a truly exquisite storefront.

8

Gifts

Graff
237 Post St.

Christofle

415.926.7000

140 Grant Ave.

Shoppers find fabulous jewelry and watches
at Graff. The company has a reputation for
exquisite polished diamonds rough sourced
from mines around the world.

415.399.1931

Tiffany & Co.

Diptyque

A prestigious French brand known for its
fine silver flatware and home accessories
since the 19th century.

171 Maiden Ln.
415.402.0600

With stores in Paris, Boston, and San
Francisco, Diptyque offers legendary candles
and fragrances for the home and body in a
variety of scents.

space. If you are looking for false eyelashes
for a big event, belly up to its lovely lash bar.
The talented makeup artists make this a
great place to get a party-face makeover.

Electronics

Montblanc

Apple

120 Grant Ave.

1 Stockton St.

415.403.4000

415.392.0202

One of the world’s top makers of sophisticated,
high-quality writing instruments, watches,
jewelry, and leather goods.

Shop early or late to avoid the midday crowds
that flock to this tech center where customers
can test-drive the latest Apple products.
Check out the theater for free tutorials, or stop
by the Genius Bar for tech support.

Swarovski
295 Geary St.
415.677.9790

Bang & Olufsen

Swarovski was founded in 1895 and is now a
global powerhouse that offers any sparkling
crystal design you can imagine. Stop by for
stunning watches and dazzling evening bags
to add a touch of sparkle to your ensemble.

695 Townsend St.

Beauty

415.626.7580

Find a broad collection of audio systems,
televisions, loudspeakers, telephones, and
digital media in this showroom, which also
offers demos.

Sporting Goods

Kiehl’s
Westfield San Francisco Centre

Adidas

415.644.0112

Westfield San Francisco Centre

Kiehl’s blends cosmetic, pharmaceutical,
herbal, and medicinal knowledge with
formulas developed over generations.

415.975.0934

For over 80 years, Adidas has been
delivering state-of-the art footwear, clothing,
and accessories.

Sephora
Marmot

415.362.9360

165 Post St.

An international beauty retail concept
featuring an overwhelming selection of
classic and up-and-coming skincare, hair
care, fragrance, and cosmetic brands.

415.391.7015

Shu Uemura
Westfield San Francisco Centre

Headquartered in Northern California,
this flagship location is the largest of
Marmot to date. The brand combines hightech with high-fashion to offer a
wide selection of performance-driven
outdoor clothing and equipment.

415.243.8500

Shu Uemura chose San Francisco for its
second U.S. location, owing to the city’s
creative, fashion-forward spirit. The makeup
line, which is dedicated to both the artistic
and natural elements of beauty, is stunningly
displayed in this expansive, light-filled

The North Face
180 Post St.
415.433.3223

Based out of the Bay Area, this outdoor
company began as a high-performance
backpacking and climbing retailer.With
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33 Powell St.
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its brand carrying over to alternate forms
of apparel suited for nearly every outdoor
condition, the name of North Face is now
known for its innovative wide range of
performance apparel, equipment, and
footwear.
Patagonia
770 North Point St.
415.771.2050

Patagonia offers superior outdoor apparel
while maintaining a strong consciience
toward the environment. Beyond the original
climbing clothing, the brand now provides
a wide selection of clothing and gear for
diverse outdoor activities.

Eyewear
Alain Mikli
73 Geary St.
415.989.0373

This label’s first West Coast location carries the
French designer’s eyewear, as well as options
from Starck Eyes Eyewear. Offering a selection
of different colors and styles of sun eyeglasses,
this boutique caters to avant-garde Americans.
Ilori
245 Post St.
415.398.4148

Ilori goes beyond being a high-end
sunglasses store. It treats eyewear as a work
of art, highlighting craftsmanship and
uniqueness. This downtown boutique caries
niche brands, as well as rare vintage frames
in a variety of materials, shapes, and colors.

California Wine Merchant
2113 Chestnut St.
415.567.0646

Retail wine store and popular wine bar in
the Marina district with a knowledgeable
staff and a highly curated selection of small
production, hard-to-find California wines,
including many California Cult varieties.
Floor-to-ceiling racks line the walls,
with the rarity rack containing anything
from the 1980s to present-day vintage.
californiawinemerchant.com
Ferry Plaza Wine Merchant
1 Ferry Bldg.
415.391.9400

A wine shop in the historic Ferry Building
with a competent staff of wine experts and a
quality selection of interesting and exclusive
wines from artisanal producers all over the
world. fpwm.com
K&L Wine Merchants
638 Fourth St.
415.896.1734

In business for nearly four decades,
K&L Wine Merchants stocks a highly
selective inventory of well-rated wines
from around the world. The shop caters
to serious wine buyers, specializing
in old and rare wines, as well as lesserknown varietals from emerging wineries.
klwines.com
Napa Valley Winery Exchange
415 Taylor St.
415.771.2887

Veo Optics
393 Sutter St.
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415.434.2020
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With over 10,000 designer frames and
knowledgeable stylists, Veo houses a
large variety of frames, as well as certified
opticians who are well equipped to help you
choose the correct frames for your own look.

Wine Shops

A downtown wine store specializing
in California wines from the region’s
smallest and newest wineries and
vineyard projects. A well-educated
staff can suggest appropriate bottles for
cellared collections and arrange shipping,
gift wrapping, delivery, and wine country
itineraries. nvwe.com

Photo by Mason Cummings

recreation 411
Golden Gate Bridge Tours
Golden Gate Bridge 877.349.7625

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Golden Gate Bridge, walking tours of the
Bay Area icon are available for the first time in history. Hear stories of the peril and
creativity involved in the construction of the bridge on the guided 45- and 60-minute
excursions. Both day and evening tours are offered from the spring through the fall.
goldengatebridge75.org

Activities
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Aquarium of the Bay

2

Alcatraz Island Tours

Pier 39, The Embarcadero

Pier 33

415.623.5300

800.410.8233

A waterfront aquarium with two
300-foot glass tunnels providing a
look at sharks, rays, skates, jellies,
and 20,000 other amazing aquatic
animals from the bay and nearby
waters. Daily special events include
live animal interaction, shark feedings,
and behind-the scenes tours.
aquariumofthebay.org

Board a ferry to explore the infamous
federal penitentiary that housed some
of history’s most notorious criminals
from 1934 to 1963. The audio tour is
wildly popular, and the views of San
Francisco and the Golden Gate Bridge
from the 25-acre island make for
incredible photography.
alcatrazcruises.com

Gutter credi

Audi Sportscar Experience
29359 Arnold Dr. Sonoma 707.939.4600

Explore the limits of performance sports vehicles on one of the world’s most
spectacular racing circuits, the Infineon Raceway in Sonoma. Your day begins with
a briefing on concepts led by skilled instructors imparting driving techniques that
have been taught in over 70 countries. Track time allows the driver ample time
to test and enhance driving skills behind the wheel of state-of-the-art performance
models like the R8 and the S model lineup. audiusa.com

San Francisco Maritime
National Historic Park
Beach and Polk sts.
415.447.5000

Home to Aquatic Park and one of the largest
collections of historic ships in the United
States, the park also offers an offsite research
library and visitor center. nps.gov/safr
Sunsail

Yacht Connections provides luxury vessels
for private yacht charter cruises on
San Francisco Bay. You can hire a yacht
from the custom-built fleet for you and
your guests to spend a day or a weekend
exploring the surrounding waters in
style, with a chef, expert crew, and event
specialists managing all the details.
marti@ycicharters.com
ycicharters.com

888.350.3568

Yacht Connections
International
650.737.8093

Golf
Del Monte Golf Course
1300 Sylvan Rd. Monterey
831.373.2700

Opened in 1897, Del Monte is the oldest
course in continuous operation west of
the Mississippi. It’s the original host of the
California State Amateur and one of the
three courses on which the Callaway Golf
Pebble Beach Invitational is played. With
an 18-hole course including a treacherous
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With its San Francisco base opened just in
time for America’s Cup, a new fleet of Sunsail’s
custom French-made performance yachts are
available for charter on the San Francisco Bay.
The boats are outfitted with luxurious cabins,
fast hulls, and asymmetric spinnakers. Trips
start at the Golden Gate Yacht Club, home to
the BMW Oracle Racing crew and the host
club of the America’s Cup. sunsail.com

3
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recreation 411
Liquid events
415.735.6287

Liquid Events offers a selection of seven private yachts of up to 100 feet for
Napa River wine country cruises, private tours of the San Francisco Bay,
overnight getaways, and close vantage points of America’s Cup.
info@liquidevents.net, liquidevents.net

par-five, 512-yard 13th hole, the course,
designed by Charles Maud, challenges all
levels of golfers. pebblebeach.com

par-five 12th, as well as the 15th,
inspired by the famed Postage Stamp
hole at Royal Troon in Scotland.
langtryfarms.com

Langtry Farms
22000 Butts Canyon Rd.
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Middletown
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Ocean Course
Half Moon Bay

707.987.2772

2 Miramontes Point Rd.

Designed by British Open champion
Tom Weiskopf, this new site was
constructed on challenging land
pocketed with marshland. Memorable
holes are the double-black-diamond

Half Moon Bay
650.726.1800

This award-winning, bluff-top, Scottish
links–styled course designed by golf
architect Arthur Hills is set against a

Photo by Evan Schiller

Pebble Beach Golf Links
1700 17-Mile Dr. Pebble Beach 800.654.9300

breathtaking backdrop of rugged cliffs
with Pacific Ocean views at all 36 holes.
Golf Digest named it one of the 75 best
golf courses in North America.
halfmoonbaygolf.com
Spyglass Hill Golf Course
1700 17-Mile Dr.
Pebble Beach
800.654.9300

The fabled Spyglass Hill in Monterey,
named after a place in the classic 1883

novel Treasure Island, is considered
one of the world’s toughest, with a
course rating of 75.5 and a slope rating
of 147. The multi-award-winning
course, designed by Robert Trent
Jones Sr., is ranked number 11 on
America’s Greatest Public Courses
list by Golf Digest. Holes 6, 8, and 16
consistently earn the title of the
toughest on the PGA Tour.
pebblebeach.com
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One of the world’s most challenging and prestigious courses, Pebble Beach is
renowned for its stunning seaside location in the Del Monte Forest. Designed by
Jack Neville and Douglas Grant, the course hugs the rugged coastline, making
for soaring views, cliff-side fairways, and rolling greens. It has served as the s
etting for some of the sport’s most significant tournaments, including five U.S.
Open Championships. It will host its sixth U.S. Open in 2019. pebblebeach.com
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culture 411
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
151 Third St. 415.357.4000

This Mario Gotta–designed museum of modern and contemporary art was the first
museum on the West Coast to focus solely on 20th-century art, and it houses more than
25,000 works. The galleries feature painting, sculpture, photography, and design from
artists such as Henri Matisse, Jackson Pollock, Ansel Adams, and Lee Friedlander, plus
popular exhibitions of established and emerging artists. sfmoma.org

Museums

de Young
50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Dr.

Asian Art Museum

415.750.3600

200 Larkin St.

The stunning museum in Golden Gate
Park boasts stunning architecture and
diverse art collections from the United
States and all the Americas, Oceana,
and Africa. deyoungmuseum.org

415.581.3500
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This Beaux-Arts building is filled with
artifacts encompassing 6,000 years of
Asian history, making it one of the largest
museums in the western world devoted
exclusively to Asian art and culture. View
2,500 treasures from Asia’s rich past and
dynamic present. asianart.org

2

Chinese Historical
Society of America

The Exploratorium
3601 Lyon St.
415.561.0360

Engage in interactive exhibits about
science, nature, art, and human perception.
exploratorium.edu

965 Clay St.
415.391.1188

Legion of Honor

Located in the historic Julia Morgan Chinese
YWCA building, this museum provides
an overview of the Chinese immigrant
experience, as well as the contributions of
Chinese Americans. chsa.org

100 34th Ave.
415.750.3600

The Beaux-Arts building showcases a
collection spanning 4,000 years of ancient
and European art. Stop in the Court of

Museum of Craft
and Folk Art
51 Yerba Buena Ln.
415.227.4888

The only folk art museum in Northern
California. Known for a rich offering of
focused exhibitions from around the
world, both traditional and contemporary.
Many of the exhibits combine music,
visual arts, and new media. mocfa.org
Walt Disney Family Museum
104 Montgomery St.
415.345.6800

Celebrating the life and legacy of Walt
Disney, this museum in the San Francisco
Presidio presents the life story and
achievements of the man who raised
animation to its artistic heights.
waltdisney.org
Yerba Buena Center
for the Arts
701 Mission St.

California Academy
of Sciences
55 Music Concourse Dr.
415.379.8000

Home to an aquarium, a natural history
museum, and a planetarium—all under
one living roof. Exhibits include a
four-story living rainforest, live coral
reefs, and thousands of live animals.
calacademy.org

415.978.2787

YBCA is a cultural hub that hosts a constant
stream of cutting-edge exhibitions. ybca.org

Performing Arts
San Francisco Ballet

productions and roster of international
opera stars. sfopera.com

Galleries

War Memorial Opera House
301 Van Ness Ave.

Catharine Clark Gallery

415.865.2000

150 Minna St.

America’s first professional classical ballet
company is known for its breathtaking
performances of classical and contemporary
works. sfballet.org

415.399.1439

San Francisco Opera
301 Van Ness Ave.
415.861.4008

Founded in 1923, the company is the
second largest in North America and is
internationally heralded for its first-rate

Situated among several arts-related
buildings, including the San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art, the Catharine
Clark Gallery was the city’s first gallery
to create an exclusive multimedia room
showcasing experimental video and other
forms of the avant-garde. The work seen
here is content driven art by contemporary
artists. cclarkgallery.com
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Honor, where Rodin’s Thinker is on
display. legionofhonor.famsf.org

3

161 Jessie St.
415.346.7812

Frey Norris, a leader in multicultural
arts, sits in a 5,100-square-foot, Genslerdesigned space in SoMa. With a strong
focus on the global arts market, this
gallery introduced major contemporary
and modern international artists to the
U.S. and has helped American artists gain
visibility overseas. freynorris.com
Hackett|Mill
201 Post St., Ste. 1000
415.362.3377

San Francisco
Symphony

Displaying rare artworks from Europe,
Asia, and the Americas, the gallery
showcases pieces from major art historical
movements of the 20th century: American
modern, postwar abstract expressionism,
and California/Bay Area figurative art.
hacketmill.com
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201 Van Ness Ave.
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415.864.6000

Meyerovich Gallery

Born in the wake of the 1906
quake, today’s symphony is widely
considered to be among the country’s
most artistically adventurous arts
institutions, producing more than
200 concerts a year, in addition to
a number of free and community
performances. sfsymphony.org

251 Post St.
415.421.7171

Just off Union Square, this gallery works
directly with artists (or their estate) and
markets Picasso, Matisse, Lichtenstein,
Rosenquist, and more. Contemporary
work shown here has included paintings,
sculptures, collages, and drawings by
the likes of Stanley Boxer, Guy Dill,
Matt Phillips, and more. meyerovich.com

Dolby Chadwick Gallery

Weinstein Gallery

210 Post St.

383 Geary St.

415.956.3560

415.362.8151

This gallery has exhibited over 150 solo
shows in the past 15 years, showcasing
painting, photography, sculpture, and
prints. dolbychadwickgallery.com

Located near Union Square, this gallery
specializes in works by the likes of Marc
Chagall, Robert Kipniss, and various
other contemporary and modern artists.
weinstein.com

Photo courtesy of the San Francisco Symphony

culture 411

Frey Norris

Photo courtesy of Press Club

nightlife 411
Press Club
20 Yerba Buena Ln. 415.744.5000

A modern, lounge-style wine-tasting room at the foot of the Four Seasons in the heart
of downtown. The club is a partnership of six California wineries, including Chateau
Montelena, Saintsbury, and Minder Family Vineyards, and has a Visiting Vintners series
every Thursday highlighting local wineries. pressclubsf.com

Amelie
1754 Polk St.
415.292.6916

A contemporary, French-inspired wine bar
with a romantic feel and a high-quality, often
updated wine list with about 125 bottles
from around the world (with a focus on
France). The menu features wine pairings
such as fromage, charcuterie, and French
desserts. ameliesf.com
District
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216 Townsend St.

2

415.896.2120

An especially popular, spacious SoMa wine
bar with a U-shaped bar, fabric-covered
couches, and an industrial setting. The wine
list is divided into 10 categories and features
30 wines available by the glass, by the bottle,
or in flights of three. Most of the grape

varieties, like grüner veltiner and sangiovese,
are good for pairing with adventurous menu
items such as shrimp escabeche bruschetta
and ahi tuna tartare with Peruvian rocoto
chili. districtsf.com
RN74
301 Mission St.
415.543.7474

An urban wine bar and restaurant from
Michael Mina, Rajat Parr, and Jason
Berthold featuring contemporary upscale
American and regional French fare with
an exhaustive wine list that focuses on
the Burgundy region of France. Named
for Route Nationale 74, the main
highway in France’s Burgundy wine
region, the AvroKO-designed restaurant
is located in Millennium Tower in SoMa.
michaelmina.net/restaurants

Photo courtesy of Michael Mina SF

Dining 411
Michael Mina
252 California St. 415.397.9222

Named restaurant of the year in 2011 by Esquire magazine, this San Francisco location
offers Japanese ingredients and a French influence. The à la carte menu includes items
designed for table sharing, as well as the option to have the chef cook at your table.
michaelmina.net

San Francisco

list round out the fine-dining experience.
alexanderssteakhouse.com

A16

Ame

2355 Chestnut St.

689 Mission St.

415.771.2216

415.284.4040

Simple combinations and big flavors
prevail in antipasti and thin-crust pizzas.
Saddle up to the bar, and sip one of the
40 wines by the glass before descending
into the low-lit, chatter-filled dining area.
a16sf.com

Located in the St. Regis Hotel and boasting
a number of Michelin stars, this relaxed yet
refined restaurant provides a quiet getaway
from the surrounding downtown. The North
American cuisine offers a number of raw
options from the custom-designed sashimi
bar including sashimi, crudos, and tartars.
amerestaurant.com

Alexander’s Steakhouse
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448 Brannan St.
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415.495.1111

Benu

Alexander’s Steakhouse is an upscale
version of the classic American steakhouse
with a touch of Japanese influence. The
menu features a diverse selection of classic
cuts including porterhouse, T-bone, and
New York, as well as dry-aged steaks,
and the restaurant specialty is Prime
Certified Angus Beef from the Midwest.
A tasting menu and award-winning wine

22 Hawthorne St.
415.685.4860

Chef Corey Lee’s collaborative efforts with
a range of designers, purveyors, and staff
have resulted in an aesthetic balanced with
function, exhibiting unique, modern elegance
in both the decor and the cuisine. The chef’s
tasting menu is an opportunity to sample the
evolving and unique menu items. benusf.com

1517 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley
510.548.5525

Opened in 1971, Chez Panisse has
become iconic of the Bay Area’s culinary
culture, thanks to Alice Waters’ pioneering
philosophy of using fresh, locally produced,
sustainable ingredients. Downstairs, the
main dining room provides a fixed-price
menu, which changes daily and includes
seasonal produce alongside meats. The
upstairs menu offers à la carte options,
which are served alongside the open kitchen
that houses a charcoal grill and woodburning oven. chezpanisse.com

Locanda

Coi

557 Valencia St. 415.863.6800

373 Broadway St.

Channeling Roman traditions through
a modern osteria in the busy Mission
district, this fourth venture by Craig
and Annie Stoll is the first to feature
cocktails meant to match the Italianinspired cuisine. Menu highlights
include a large variety of pastas and
the Quinto Quarto section, which
offers adventurous meat options.
locandasf.com

415.393.3000

Daniel Patterson offers a quirky-cool
atmosphere in the middle of North Beach.
Expect the use of unusual local ingredients
and an appreciation for sensuality executed
in highly refined dishes. coirestaurant.com
Commonwealth
2224 Mission St.
415.355.1500

Located in the heart of San Francisco’s
Mission district, Commonwealth is a
welcoming yet refined restaurant with
progressive American cuisine that
incorporates diverse techniques for
distinctive, layered dishes. The wine list is
terroir focused and matched to the menu.
commonwealthsf.com
Espetus Churrascaria

La Folie
2316 Polk St.
415.776.5577

This restaurant, headed by Chef Roland
Passot, has long been a San Francisco
favorite and is considered one of the best
French restaurants in town. Look for classic
dishes and luscious desserts served up in
elegant surroundings. lafolie.com

1686 Market St.
415.552.8792

Enter this warm and homey rodizio-style
restaurant on Market Street, and you’ll be
greeted by the scent of roasting meat on an
open flame and a large bar with mahogany
and granite touches reminiscent of a classic
midcentury steakhouse. The menu is prix
fixe, and servers move from table to table
offering guests several different meat choices
during the course of a meal. espetus.com

Frances
3870 17th St.
415.621.3870

Earning critical acclaim since its opening,
including a James Beard Best New
Restaurant nomination in 2010 along
with a mention in Bon Appetit magazine
the same year as one of the Ten Best New
Restaurants in America, Chef Melissa
Perello’s menu showcases the talents of
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Chez Panisse
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Dining 411
SPQR
1911 Fillmore St. 415.771.7779

Roman cuisine is featured in this osteria, and that means simply prepared pastas and
vegetables, as well as salt-cured meat. You’ll find a selection of hot, cold, and fried
antipasti on the lunch and dinner menus. spqrsf.com

Northern California farmers. frances-sf.com

Incanto

Gary Danko

415.641.4500

800 North Point St.

Though the cuisine at this Noe Valley
restaurant is undoubtedly Californian,
the food at Incanto is entrenched in the
primary principles of Italian cooking,
with emphasis on fresh, high-quality,
local ingredients and a respectful, simple
presentation. The menu changes daily
according to the availability of seasonal
ingredients and is paired with a wine list
that is nearly all Italian. incanto.biz

1550 Church St.

415.749.2060

Chef Gary Danko epitomizes sophisticated
contemporary cuisine. His prix fixe menus
at this five-star restaurant feature seasonal
ingredients brought together by classic
techniques that yield surprising results.
garydanko.com
Harris’ Restaurant
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2100 Van Ness Ave.
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415.673.1888

Kokkari Estiatorio

This steakhouse experience for the
discriminating diner consists of an elegant
and simple menu, high-quality food, a
comfortable atmosphere, and professional
service. Proudly situated on the corner of
Van Ness and Pacific avenues since 1984,
Harris’ features expansive leather booths,
high ceilings, romantic lighting, and live inhouse jazz. harrisrestaurant.com

200 Jackson St.
415.981.0983

The contemporary Greek restaurant is
designed to capture the Old World, with a
menu of traditional and updated versions
to classic items such as Greek salad and
moussaka—the decadent casserole of baked
eggplant, béchamel, and lamb ragout.
kokkari.com

Photo by Frankie Frankeny

Jardiniere
300 Grove St. 415.861.5555

Pat Kuleto designed this beautiful two-story dining room in gossamer hues to create a
stage for pre- and post-symphony sustenance. The menu, inspired by Traci des Jardins’
vision, features sustainable ingredients in modern interpretations. jardiniere.com

560 Divisadero St.
415.864.8643

Laurence Jossel has opened a very popular
neighborhood restaurant with a laidback
attitude and a compact, well-composed
menu. Don’t miss classic menu items, like
the customer-beloved burger. nopasf.com
Ozumo
161 Steuart St.
415.882.1330

Contemporary Japanese cuisine served in
an elegant setting with an authentic, sleek
design and spectacular views of the San
Francisco Bay. With a 30-person sushi bar,
robata grill, and sake lounge, this serene
dining option offers one of the largest sake
lists in North America. ozumo.com
Perbacco
230 California St.
415.955.0663

Exposed brick, red booths, and a long, Carrera
marble–topped bar greet diners hungry
for regional Italian at this buttoned-up but

friendly financial district spot. Housemade
pastas and salami and an impressive wine list
are the main draws. perbaccosf.com
Prospect
300 Spear St.
415.247.7770

This downtown restaurant’s relaxed
atmosphere features the warmth of earth
tones and wrought-iron chandeliers and
offers a menu highlighting contemporary
American cuisine along with specialty
cocktails. Consider Prospect for a casual
meal at the communal table or a snack at the
bar. prospectsf.com
Quince
470 Pacific Ave.
415.775.8500

Housed in a historic landmark on Jackson
Square, chef Michael Tusk, recently awarded
the James Beard Award for Best Chef
Pacific, prepares a seasonal, Italian-inspired
menu that exhibits the many offerings of
California. quincerestaurant.com
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1658 Market St.
415.552.2522

Incorporating traditional French and Italian
cuisine into a seasonal, organic menu, this
restaurant takes care that nearly all of its
produce, poultry, and fish are harvested and
farmed in a sustainable manner. Well-known
for its whole roasted chicken, Zuni is a
longtime staple of San Francisco’s restaurant
scene. zunicafe.com

Wine Country
Cyrus

Bouchon
6534 Washington St., Yountville
707.944.8037

Thomas Keller’s version of casual
dining is seen at Bouchon, reminiscent
of French bistros that serve simple,
home-style dishes. Here, in a relaxed
atmosphere still paired with refined
touches, enjoy the likes of steak frites
and oysters, all accompanied with a
wine list drawing from France and
California. bouchonbistro.com

Slanted Door
1 Ferry Building
415.861.8032

Charles Phan’s now legendary Vietnamese
menu includes humble, street-food staples
done up proud with Niman Ranch meats and
cult-quality produce. slanteddoor.com

29 North St., Healdsburg
707.433.3311

Noted for its caviar, cheese, and champagne
carts, this restaurant in bucolic Sonoma
County offers a swanky four-star dining
experience. The sleek interior matches
the refined menu, which seamlessly
melds influences from different cultures.
cyrusrestaurant.com
Morimoto
610 Main St., Napa
707.252.1600

Thought to be one of the most acclaimed
Iron Chefs, Masaharu Morimoto is known
for his integration of western and Japanese
ingredients. This restaurant opens with a
retail space and leads through a gallery of
shops down to a dining area that features
traditional elements of high-backed chairs
and wrought iron chandeliers. morimotonapa.
com
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Yank Sing

6480 Washington St., Yountville

101 Spear St.

707.944.2222

415.781.1111

In the heart of the Napa Valley is the first
restaurant of chef Richard Reddington, who,
after spending many years in acclaimed
kitchens, now offers his version of serious
food in a comfortable environment. This
menu includes influences reaching widely
from Mexico to Europe and even Asia.
reddnapavalley.com

With a list of honors including the 2009
James Beard Award, Yank Sing, featuring
traditional dim sum, has been a favorite in
the financial district since its introduction to
the neighborhood in the 1970s. yanksing.com

Photo courtesy of TKRG

Dining 411

Zuni Café

历史 History

The 1906 Fire and Earthquake left Chinatown and Telegraph Hill in ruins.

A City Rebuilt

Mo re than 10 0 yea rs ago, a massive ea r thquake
nearly displaced Chinatown.

2

In the early morning hours of April 18, 1906, a severe earthquake
shook the city of San Francisco. Measuring 8.0 on the Richter scale,
this massive temblor caused streets to buckle and buildings to
collapse. Worse still, broken gas lines in the downtown area started
a series of fires that would last for days, completely destroying many
parts of the city. When the damage was done, hundreds of thousands
of people were homeless, and several thousand were dead or missing.
Chinatown was among the areas most affected. Its closely
packed wooden buildings were burnt to the ground, its streets were
ruptured, and the Chinese community was scattered at hastily set-up
refugee camps in Golden Gate Park and other open spaces in the city.
San Franciscans leaped to the challenge of rebuilding their ravaged
city. Mayor Eugene Schmitz appointed a Committee of Fifty to
lead this effort. Among the foremost plans considered was one an
ambitious one previously put forth by architect Daniel Burnham to
lay out a “new” city with radial streets emanating from circular hubs
as in Haussmann’s famous design for Paris.
Part of any rebuilding plan had to address where to locate the
displaced Chinese community. For decades, hostile editors in the
local press had decried Chinatown as a “dirty, diseased, and unsafe
neighborhood,” overpopulated and insular, and not befitting the
standards of “white San Francisco.” Some community leaders seized
upon the destruction of Chinatown as an opportunity to propose
relocating the Chinese population to Hunters Point at the southern
edge of the city.
The Chinese community vigorously resisted this effort. The
existing Chinatown had been the centrally located home of the
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